Introduced by the Finance Committee:

RESOLUTION 2015-546
A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF JACKSONVILLE AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER TO PROCEED WITH SUBMISSION OF ADDITIONAL INFORMATION OR TESTIMONY TO THE DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE AND TO REQUEST AMENDMENT TO THE DUVAL COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER’S BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2015-2016 TO REDUCE THE BUDGET BY $365,230 TO ACCOUNT FOR UNAUTHORIZED MERIT PAY AND MARKET SURVEY SALARY ADJUSTMENTS INCLUDED THEREIN; REQUESTING EMERGENCY PASSAGE UPON INTRODUCTION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Section 195.087, Florida Statutes, the Duval County Property Appraiser’s Office (“Property Appraiser”) submitted its budget to the Department of Revenue prior to June 1, 2015; and 

WHEREAS, the Florida Department of Revenue tentatively approved the Property Appraiser’s budget on July 15, 2015; and

WHEREAS, the Property Appraiser submitted an amendment to the Department of Revenue on July 17, 2015 to increase the line item charge for the City of Jacksonville’s internal service charge  attributed to the Property Appraiser in the City of Jacksonville’s proposed budget; and

WHEREAS, the City Council Finance Committee (“Finance Committee”) initially reviewed the Property Appraiser’s budget on July 20, 2015; and  

WHEREAS, at that time the Finance Committee became aware that the Property Appraiser’s budget included salary increases for market survey adjustments and merit pay increases for employees; and  

WHEREAS, in the budget discussions leading up to the submittal of the Property Appraiser’s budget to the Chief Financial Officer and Administration of the City of Jacksonville (collectively the “City”), the City instructed the departments and constitutional officers, including the Property Appraiser, that the City departments and constitutional officers should not include salary increases or pay raises in their proposed budget due to the financial constraints on the City to provide necessary City services while balancing costs for required pension obligations; and 

WHEREAS, on July 20, 2015, the Finance Committee communicated that the Property Appraiser should include reductions in these salary line items and related pension contributions to the Property Appraiser and inquired about his willingness to accommodate the Property Appraiser’s Office budget accordingly; and 

WHEREAS, the Office of General Counsel advised the Finance Committee that the Florida Department of Revenue had tentatively approved the Property Appraiser’s budget; and

WHEREAS, Section 195.087(a), Florida Statutes, provides a mechanism for the City Council, as the governing body, to submit additional information or testimony to the Department of Revenue respecting the budget on or before August 15, 2015; 

WHEREAS, at the conclusion of the hearing on the Property Appraiser’s budget on July 20th, the Finance Committee  communicated  to the Property Appraiser specified reductions to the Property Appraiser’s budget consisting of a reduction to merit pay and the related benefits, and to reduce the salaries from market survey adjustments and related benefits, which combined account for $365,230 in the Property Appraiser’s budget, and directed the Chief Financial Officer to provide supplemental information or testimony to the Florida Department of Revenue prior to August 15, 2015 to effectuate the budget reduction;  now therefore

     BE IT RESOLVED by the Council for the City of Jacksonville:

     Section 1.      Submittal of Additional Information and Request for Amendment Authorized.  The Chief Financial Officer is hereby authorized and directed to submit to the Florida Department of Revenue additional information or testimony prior to August 15, 2015 regarding the Duval County Property Appraiser’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 and to request that the Property Appraiser’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2015-2016 be reduced by $365,230 to delete the merit pay and market survey salary adjustments and related costs, and to effectuate the will of the Council.

Section  2.     Requesting emergency passage upon introduction pursuant to Council Rule 4.901 Emergency. Emergency passage upon introduction of this legislation is requested. The nature of the emergency is that pursuant to Florida Statutes §195.087, additional information on the Property Appraiser’s budget must be submitted to the Department of Revenue by August 15, 2015 so that the Department of Revenue may finalize the budget on that same date.  The Chief Financial Officer needs sufficient time to submit the information to the Florida Department of Revenue and the next regular City Council meeting is not scheduled until August 11, 2015, which would not give the Chief Financial Officer sufficient time to communicate with the Florida Department of Revenue and to forward comments and supplemental information to the Florida Department of Revenue. 

Section 3.      Effective Date.  This resolution shall become effective upon the signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

__/s/ Paige Hobbs Johnston
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared by: Paige H. Johnston

G:\SHARED\LEGIS.CC\2015\Ord\Finance PAO Budget.doc
1
- 4 -


